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Riverhead downtown  
activation plan
 
Riverhead, New York

Disclaimer: The photographs in this presentation come from many 
different sources and are for illustrative purposes only. UDA does 
not hold copyright for all photographs and this presentation may 
not be reproduced or distributed for public consumption.
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PROPONENTS

UDA
Engagement and Planning

Land Owner Consultants

Phil Myrick LLC
Activation and Placemaking
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STEPS IN THE ACTIVATION STUDY

Engaging the 
Town and 

Stakeholders

June 2022 September 2022 October 2022

Present Draft 
to Town Board

Documenting 
Recommen- 

dations

July–August 2022

Creating  
the Plan
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PATH FORWARD

Had

Have Want
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CONNECTION
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CHALLENGES

•	 Herding Cats
•	 Funding and Financing
•	 Phasing
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VISION

The vision is to connect  

Main Street to the Peconic  

as we create an activated  

riverfront destination.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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5 PHASES OF ACTIVATION5 PHASES OF ACTIVATION
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2. PARKING GARAGE AND PASSAGES

3. ADAPTABLE PLAY AND PLAZA

4. EAST END ARTS

5. RIVERFRONT AND HEIDI BEHR WAY

1. TOWN SQUARE
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1 Town Square Activation
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PHASE 1: TOWN SQUARE ACTIVATION

Activation

•	 Interactive environmental art 
and science exhibits

•	 Movable tables and chairs
•	 Oversized games
•	 Outdoor dining
•	 Small performance area
•	 Kiosk
•	 Flexible event space
•	 Enhanced Main Street crossing
•	 Holiday Tree

E Main St
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2 Parking Garage
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PHASE 2: PARKING GARAGE



3 ADAPTABLE PLAY AREA and PLAZA
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PHASE 3: ADAPTABLE PLAY AREA AND PLAZA

Activation

•	 Adaptable play and the 
“Estuary” water steps

•	 Cabana F&B
•	 Movable tables and chairs
•	 Instagram moment
•	 Flexible event space
•	 Greenscape
•	 Seasonal skating

Peconic River
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LONG ISLAND SCIENCE CENTER OPTIONS
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HOTEL OPTIONS
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PROPOSED HOTEL CIRCULATION
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4 East End Arts
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PHASE 4: EAST END ARTS

Activation

•	 Stage with event lawn
•	 Flood adaptation of historic 

buildings
•	 Courtyard
•	 Sculpture garden

E Main St
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EAST END ARTS
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5 RIVERFRONT and HEIDI BEHR WAY
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PHASE 5: RIVERFRONT AND HEIDI BEHR WAY 

•	 Peconic River & Boardwalk
•	 Oversized swings
•	 Quay

•	 Boathouse with rentals
•	 Food boats
•	 Picnic tables

•	 Carousel
•	 Curb-less Heidi Behr Way
•	 Flat Barge

Peconic River

Heidi Behr Way

Heidi Behr Way
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EVENT STAGING PLAN AND SERVICING/FIRE ACCESS DIAGRAM

EVENT SPACE: SMALL

EMERGENCY/SERVICE ACCESS

EVENT SPACE: MEDIUM

EVENT SPACE: LARGE
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6	 RESTAURANT CLUSTER 
				    /Park Activation
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RESTAURANT CLUSTER/PARK ACTIVATION
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RESTAURANT CLUSTER/PARK ACTIVATION



7 West Parking Lot
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WEST PARKING LOT

Peconic River
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WEST PARKING LOT
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OVERALL VIEW — ALL PHASES



Creating a sense of place through collaboration, context, and community.


